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Washington, D.C. 20231 


(OS 


Sir: 

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed in accordance with 37 CF.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98. The items listed 
on Form PTO-1449, a copy of which is enclosed, may be deemed to be pertinent to the above-identified application 
and are made of record to assist the Patent and Trademark Office in its examination of this application. The 
submission of this Infcjrmation Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as a representation that asearch has been 
made or that no other items than those identified herein exist. The Examiner is respectfully requested to fully 
consider the items and to independently ascertain their teaching. 


1. [ ] For each of the following items listed on the enclosed copy of Form PTO-1449 that is not in the English 
language, an English language translation of that item or a portion thereof or a concise explanation of the 
relevance of that item is enclosed: 

A: 
B: 


2. [ ] For each of the following items listed on the enclosed copy of Form PTO-1449 that is not in the English 
language, a concise explanation of the relevance of that item is incorporated in the specification of the 
above-identified application. 


3. [ ] Any copy of the items listed on the enclosed copy of Form PTO-1449 that is not enclosed with this 

Information Disclosure Statement was previously cited by or submitted to the Patent and Trademark Office 
in the prior [ ] Continuation, [ ]Divisional or [ ] Continuation-In-Part application under 37 CF.R. § 1.60, 
U.S. Serial No. filed . 


4. [X] No fee is due under 37 CF.R. § 1.17(p) for this Information Disclosure Statement since it is being filed in 
compliance with: 


1 
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[ ] 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(1), within three months of the filing date of the above-identified application. 

[ ] 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b)(2), within three months of the date of entry into the national stage as set forth in § 
1.491 in an international application. 

[X] 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b)(3), before the mailing date of a first Office action on the merits. 


5. [ ] No fee is due under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p) for this Information Disclosure Statement since it is being filed in 
compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c), after the period specified in paragraph 4 above but before the mailing 
date of a final action or a Notice of Allowance (where there has been no prior final action), and is 
accompanied by one of the verifications pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) set forth in paragraph 9 below. 


6. [ ] A fee is due under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p) for this Information Disclosure Statement since it is being filed in 

compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c), after the period specified in paragraph 4 above but before the mailing 
date of a final action or a notice of allowance (where there has been no prior final action): 

[ ] A check in the amount of $240.00 is enclosed in payment of the fee. 


7. [ ] A fee is due under 37 C.F.R. § 1 . 17(i) for this Information Disclosure Statement since it is being filed in 

compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d), after the mailing date of a final action or a notice of allowance, 
whichever comes first, but before payment of the issue fee, and is accompanied by: 

a. one of the certifications pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) set forth in paragraph 9 below; and 

b. the attached petition requesting consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement; and 

c. the fee due under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(i) which is paid as set forth in paragraph 10 below. 

8. [ ] A fee is due under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(i) for this Information Disclosure Statement since it is being filed in 

compliance with: 

a. [ ] 37 C.F.R. § 1.313(b)(3), after the issue fee has been paid and information cited in this Information 

Disclosure Statement may render at least one claim unpatentable and is accompanied by the 
attached Petition To Withdraw Application From Issue. 

b. [ ] 37 C.F.R. § 1.313(b)(5), after the issue fee has been paid and information cited in this Information 

Disclosure Statement is to be considered in a Continuation application upon abandonment of the 
instant application and is accompanied by the attached Petition To Withdraw Application From 
Issue. 

c. [ ] The fee due under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(i) is paid as set forth in paragraph 10 below. 


9. [ ] I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited 
in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 
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[ ] I hereby certify that no item of information in the Information Disclosure Statement filed\ % 
in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to L 
after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in § 1.56(c) more tk 
months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 


10. [ ] A check in the amount of $130.00 is enclosed in payment of the fee due under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(i). \ 


Respectfully submitted, 
FERENCE & ASSOCIATES 


\ 


Dated: 3 December 2001 



Stanley 
Registrai 


ince III 
lb. 33,879 


Mailing Address; 

FERENCE & ASSOCIATES 

129 Oakhurst Road 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15215 

(412)781-7386 

(412) 781-8390- Facsimile 


CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 


I hereby certify that this correspondence and any documents referred to as enclosed therewith 
are being deposited with the Untied States Postal Service as first class mail, addressed to the 
Assistant Commissioner fo^Patifhts, Washington, DC 20231 on 3 December 2001. 


3 December 2001 




Stanley D. Ference III 
'No. 33,879 


Date of Signature 
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